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   Oak Flooring
Legno range with rustic distressed 
edges, R550/m2 (excl. labour), 
Oggie Hardwood Flooring.
All Oggie oak floors are FSC 
certified and treated with 
VOC-free WoCa oil.

treading
     lightly

W
ith such a steady influx of 
new wood or wood look-like 
flooring products, it’s hardly 
surprising that homeowners 

are re-looking their floors.
From rustic whitewashed to deeply dark, 

richly veined timbers, the trend towards 
hardwood flooring from certified sustainable 
forests continue to gain momentum, although 
wood look-alike flooring, including tiles and 
laminates, are also catching on.

Floors need enduring appeal and must 
be able to withstand the demands of high-
traffic areas in the home, especially if you have 
young children.

Laminate flooring is particularly easy to 
maintain and still imparts the lovely textured 
feeling of hardwood, which explains why its 
such a popular choice for kitchens. Some 
brands of wood laminate even resemble 
the look of reclaimed wood that’s currently 
very on-trend.

Then there’s the tiling option.
‘Porcelain floor tiles that look like wood 

have become very fashionable across the globe. 
Porcelain generally has the advantage of being 
cheaper, more durable and easier to maintain 
than  wood  or wood laminate products. We 
have started to sell a lot of these tiles to both 
domestic and commercial projects,’ comments 
Kenzan Tiles CEO, Andrew Hume. ‘The 
wood look-alike tiles are available in long 
rectangular formats, for example 150x900mm, 
which gives the impression of  authenticity, 
particularly when laid in staggered format. 
The green benefit is that they save trees!’ 

The trend in carpets is towards softer, 
textured, more luxurious looks. High-volume 
texture, and ‘touchy-feely’ floors are key. 
Create a decadent, opulent look with dark 
purples, blues and blacks. More adventurous 
souls should explore less conventional hues, 
like cerise or orange. Though for a look that 
will last, a person should stick grey, pale pink, 
beige and muted blues.

Wooden staircases are also making a 
comeback in houses all across the country – 
and can be a really dramatic focal point for 
a home.

Treat your feet to flooring materials made from 
renewable resources, such as cork, bamboo, wool 
and sisal carpeting, and natural felt under-cushion. 
Consider the use of carpet tile rather than broadloom 
carpet for more efficient repairs and less waste.

  Parquet Flooring
Multilayered parquet that is a step 
apart! Laminate floor producer 
Quick-Step, marketed in South Africa 
by Floorworx, has introduced Quick-
Step Parquet (pictured right), which 
incorporates a new multi-fit laying 
system for quick and easy installation. 
A hard Hevea wood core, Scratch 
Guard and several layers of pre-applied 
high-grade varnish make these floors 
practically indestructible and therefore 
a good option for large families. Once 
installed, Quick-Step Parquet can be 
used immediately. The pre-applied 
varnish layer is available in matt, silk or 
satin finishes that bring out the natural 
character of the wood. Extra Scratch 
Guard protection given to the top 
layer of the parquet means it is wear- 
and scratch-resistant, anti-yellowing 
to avoid discolouration caused by 
sunlight, and very easy to clean.

   Carpet Tiles
From the inventors of the carpet tile, 
Interfaceflor, come the carpets of SoHo 
Collection. The flamboyant play on colour 
stripes, blocks and shades in this collection 
brings out the utter vibrancy of the SoHo 
district known ever so for its art and 
fashion. This diverse range of carpet tiles 
offers customers a wide variety of colour 
combinations, textures and patterns ranging 
from cool minimalism to fashion-conscious 
carpets, all manufactured along sustainable 
principles. In the mid ’90s, Interfaceflor’s 
Founder and Chairman, Ray Anderson, put 
the company on track to becoming the first 
sustainable company by 2020. 
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   Ceramica Colli Flex Mélange
R930, Italtile
Glazed porcelain tile, 600x600mm

  Quartz Stone Flooring
Quartz Carpet’s (pictured left) seamless stone 
flooring system provides the versatility and 
durability of quartz, yet is warm and soft 
underfoot. Quartz stone flooring is the most 
rapidly growing flooring system in the world. 
The seamless surface accentuates the natural 
beauty of the stone. Quartz stone flooring 
can also be paired with underfloor heating for 
added luxury. It’s stain resistant, hygienic, and 
easy to maintain and keep clean.
The practical uses of quartz stone flooring 
extend to soundproofing, as well as to 
stopping fires from spreading between 
different areas of your home. It’s resilient 
surface and anti-slip texture makes it especially 
suitable for family bathrooms and swimming 
pool surrounds, though it heightens the 
loveliness of any room in the home. Interior 
designers and architects Kathy and Klaus 
Weixelbaumer comment: ‘It’s  the only hard-
wearing seamless floor you can lay in a pattern 
and in your chosen colours. It is a fabulous 
product, so versatile. It is a designer’s dream.’

Hardwood Flooring  
BestWood Flooring offers a range 

of solid wood flooring available 
in jarrah (pictured right), ‘wormy’ 
chestnut or Tasmanian oak. With 

their  inherent forest features and 
gum streaks, these floors have an 
understated beauty reminiscent 

of well-worn, characterful homes 
and comfortable living. Eco-

friendly matt oil or water-based 
sealants are used to bring out the 

natural glamour of the woods. 
All options are readily available for 
complimentary joinery, including 

skirting, stairs as well as kitchen 
tops or vanity slabs. BestWood 
Flooring products are derived 

from internationally recognised 
sustainable resources. 

  Wood Look-alike Porcelain Tiles
from R297/m2 to R400/m2 (depending on 
tile size), Kenzan Tiles
There is a definite trend towards wood 
look-alike porcelain across Europe. 
When staggered, the lay of the tiles gives a 
lovely, authentic wood appearance. Kenzan 
Tiles stocks three types of wood look-alike 
porcelain tiles, available in Dark  Brown,
Dark Charcoal and Light Brown. 

  Laminated Floor Tiles
by Pergo, R411/m2, exclusive to Barrow Flooring
Laminated floor tiles in zingy, upbeat colours make 
for the perfect flooring for children’s play areas or 
large living areas. These tiles are easy to clean and 
foster a cheerful, positive environment.

  Cork Flooring

The cork flooring industry has undergone great 

change in the last few years. Technological 

breakthroughs in engineered and pre-finished 

products and the use of state-of-the-art resins 

to create cork flooring of unprecedented 

performance and attractiveness ensure that the 

more and more people are choosing floating 

cork flooring for their homes. Enquire about cork 

flooring at any flooring specialist or visit Africork.

   Rubber Safety Flooring
R661/m2, Goosebumpz. A safe, resilient and ergonomic floor, complemented by an extensive 

and vibrant range of colour choices. Made of coloured rubber, Goosebumpz floors are practical, 
eco-friendly and easy to maintain. This flooring is particularly well suited to outdoor use. From 

children’s play areas to Jacuzzi and swimming pool surrounds, its suppleness makes it ideal 
for areas where safety is paramount. These rubber floors can also be used indoors – in gyms, 

nurseries, playrooms and kid’s bedrooms – all areas where hygiene, flexibility and safety is vital.

  Swirl 
Pattern Wool
and Silk Rug 
R4  200/m2,
Fibre Designs 
Monochromatic, 
nature-inspired 
motifs for the  
contemporary 
urban  home. 


